H2         THE VILLAGE GODS OF SOUTH INDIA
are horrid to read about, and still worse to witness, and
the sight of a pujari parading the streets with the
entrails of a lamb round his neck and its liver in his
mouth would be to us disgusting; and, doubtless, there
are much drunkenness and immorality connected with
the village festivals ; while the whole system of religion
is prompted by fear and superstition, and seems almost
entirely lacking in anything like a sense of sin or
feelings of gratitude towards a higher spiritual Power.
But still, it is also true that, setting aside a few local
customs in the worship of the village deities, there is
nothing in the system itself which is quite so morally
degrading and repulsive as the Lingam worship of the
Sivaites, or the marriage of girls to the god and their
consequent dedication to a life of prostitution among
the Vaishnavites. If the worship of Siva and Vishnu
has risen to greater heights, it has also sunk to lower
moral depths than the less intellectual and less aesthetic
worship of the grama-devatas.
What the origin of the village deities and their
worship may have been, it is difficult to say. The
system, as it now exists, combines many different ideas
and customs, and has probably resulted from the fusion
of various forms of religion. In the Tamil country
there are many features in the worship of the village
deities, which, obviously, have been adopted from
Brahmanism, e.g. the elaborate washing of the images,
and the growing aversion to animal sacrifices. So in
Mysore, there are traces of sun-worship in the cult of
Bisal-Hari; and there are many features in the system
everywhere, which seem to be borrowed from the
worship, or rather propitiation, of the spirits of the
departed. But the system as a whole is redolent of the
soil, and evidently belongs to a pastoral and agricultural
community. The village is the centre round which the
system revolves, and the protection of the villagers the
object for which it exists. At the same time, it is quite
possible that the ultimate origin of many of the rites
and ceremonies may be traced further back to a nomadic
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